a 8 will 

3 
i in the Country, 
Attempting a Solution of the 


Scruples & Objections of 


4 Conſcientious or Religious 


receiving the Small. Fox. 


by Ars im BosTon, 


thing, 18 IT LAWEFULL TO SAVE LIFE, OR 
1 Kyle IT? 


38, 39. And now 1 ſay unto you, Refrain from 
1 Mew, and let them alone: for if this con nſel, or 


e of GOD ye cannot overthrow it; : bs ba ly ye be 
f we even to 75 got agent GOD. 3 8 2 
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1 work be of Men, it will come to nonght; But Fit 2 
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HE n new 7 Method of receiving the 
Small- Pox by Incifton (or Inocus 
9 lation as *tis commonly calPd } 
8 1 7 has been, you know, the Subject 
2 not only of plentiful Diſcourſe, 
bat of angry Debate and fierce 
FOOL among us in this Town. - And ir 
is a very unhappy Circumſtance attending us 
here, that almoſt every thing that is now 
one or doing among us, if it be at all of a 
publick nature, creates Hearts and 1 
am in hopes our good People will by and by 
be ſenſible of the folly and miſchief of this, 
and come to ſuch a Temper as will ſuffer them 
to. differ. from one another without being 
gry with one another, In the mean time, 
1 that the People in other Towns whey: Fl 
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IF the Diſtemper has made irs Entrance, will pre- 
[| Jerve a better Temper,” if any among them 
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[| ſhould put this Method into Practice. 


Howkees ſome among us may appear 
'*againlt_it out af Party and Prejudice, ot make 
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[i 3 "edly dear to me, is 10 much concerned. 
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Þ have my ſelf been an Eye witneB. | 
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an Engine of it to ſerve Deſigns, not friendly 
to the Peace and true Intereſt of the Place, 
yet there are many who are Conſcrennouſly 
averſe to it, |, believe ;\, and, if theſe preſerve 
"the Meck 1275s of Wiſdem, they are, (as a very 
Reverend Ferſon has lately ſaid of them) 
greatly to be commended and honour'd in 
that they will not act againſt. a doubting 
Conſcience. as 
I perceive that the Scruples and ObjeQions 
commonly offer'd by People here, have ſuch 


a force upon your Mind, as keeps you from is 
going into this Method which may be your . 
Safety and  Preſervarion, Now Friendſhip, Ml 1) 

(the Offices of which ſhould be ſacredly re I up 


garded by us,) obliges me to attempt to re 
-Veve and help you, in a Matter wherein 
your %, ſo precious in it ſelf, and deſerV- 


For Satisfaction about the Safery of this 
Merhod in an erſinary way of Providence 
together with the Egſinch of ir, I refer yo 
to the Obſervations on it made and publiſſis 
by the Reverend Mr. Colman; of the prearell 

rt of which Matters of Fact by him related 


BU 
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BuT that which you want Satisfaction iff 


about is, the Scyuples and Obje&tions of A: 1 


Conſcientious or Religious Nature, which gte, 


commonly ofter'd by people againſt this 


— 


Method. Theſe, 1 ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
and reſolve, as I am able, in a few words 3. 
and if they afford you ary Ligbt or Satis 4 
laction reſpecting the ſame, you may com- 
municate them to whom you pleaſe; and 
it it ſhould be tho't worth while to make 
them public, I think nore can cenſure me 
for ſtarting out of my Line, or medling with lf 
what is none of my Buſineſs, ſince the thing 9 


Jam now upon relates to Re/igion and 
Conſcience. 


Ons great thing urg'd againſt this Practice. 


is, That It gs not lawful for me to make. my ſel}. 


lick when 1 am well : Or voluntarily 10 bring, a 1 
Hen per upon ny ſelf. To bring Sickneſs, 
upon ones felt for its own ſake, is what no. ll 


Man in his right wits would do. But to make 


my ſelf Sick in ſuch o way, as may probably 
ſerve my Health, and ſave my Life, and with; lf 
lich a Deſien js certaiuly ttting-and-Reaſona-, . 


lle, and therefore lawful. This: is every day: 
Mactis'd | among People without a ny. Scruple, 


n Purges and Vomits, and other things in 


MF Ole. Now, if I may lawfully make 1 


auh, why not by putting ſomethiag j 
dee [il OMerniyg in at 
bl 4/1? Or, if I may; lawfully. make. my 
Sick for ane dey, why not for two days, 
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or more, as the Caſe may require? Aye, 
but this is to bring a DiRemper upon my ſelf. 
QT think it can hardly be calld bringing it upon 
my ſelf, when the Caſe is ſo with me, (not 
having had the Diſtemper, and living in an 


— —— — 


me are viſited, I know of no Warrant that any 
W ParticularPerſon has to expect an extraordinary 


but that he is as liable to the S-a//-Pox as other 


people are, and yet keeps in the Way of it, 
expecting that God will preſerve him untouchd, 


_— 


| 
1 
i] 


— 


but think, when I am in ſuch Circumſtances, 
that I cannot 72770n9/ly nor warrantably expect 


WW ro eſcape'the Diſtemper, it is hn lawful for 


1 to prevent a greater, Pl put the Caſe thus, 
If I have not had the Sill Fox, ir is to be ſup- 


poſed, there is in my body, what III call che 


WU the lighting of a Spark to ſer this Fuel 0 


1188 f Fat . F AS . OP Ws, Yr R 17 7274 en 5 
[| 6 draw ſome of them in: If now it appear 


0 


infected Air) that 1 can't but expect ro 
undergo it in a very little time. 1 know 
indeed GOD can preſerve me from the In- 
fection, but when my Neighbours all round 


W Preſervation. He that has no reaſon to think, 


however ſome may give it the Name of Truſt 
and Faith, and the like, I cannor but look upon 
it and call it Preſumption. In ſhort, I can't 


me to bring upon my ſelf a Mer Degree of it, 


Fiel of that Diſtemper, and there only wants 


bpurning. The Air 1 breath in is full of theſe 
Sparks; and I may expect every Breath | fetch 


upon daily'Expetience; chat making? an di 
W: cifion in m An, and Tetting t ha 85 * be: 0 
Lay, che Fuel will burn wäth lels hercentt 


and conſequently. danger; why: may'nt I take 


(5 


it in that way ? Why muſt I needs ſtay till 
it come in at my. Mouth or Noſtrils, or thro? 
ſome of the porous Parts of my body? For 


which is GOD's Law, requires me to take this 
Method of Safety, whereby (to uſe: the apt 
Words of another,) the Diſeaſe is, thro GOD's 
common Bleſſing, happily converted into 2 
Remedy. ns: 1 5 ED 


WHAT then, wall yon not wait GOD's Tine 
jor it? They ask. I think then is the Time 
Providence calls me to this Method of Safety, 
when Jam in imminent and immediate danger 
of the Piſtemper the other way. Should 
any one go into the Practice of Inoculation, 
out of a fancy or Bravado, without his being 
in known hazard of the Diſtemper by the 


tommon way of Infection, I ſhould not think 


it warrantable. But then is GOD's time for 
is to uſe means of Safety, when we are in 
rent danger of any deadly or deſtructive 
Bur then, 'tis ask'd again, What can't you 

ruſt GOD ?— 1 ſuppeſe every body will allow 
that the Uſe of Means is not inconſiſtent with 
Truſt in GOD ; and why there can't be Truſt 
n GOD in the Uſe of his means, as well as 
ther, I ca; not imagine. Why, it ig @ going 
rom GOD to Man, ſome Tay. . . What then, 
ant we make Uſe of Men and Means in a time 
it danger without going from GOD ? If any. 

5 A 4 like 


223 Tan 4 re , 


my part, I think the Law of Self-Preſervation, © 
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ike "Aſa, lock to the Phyſian, and not tc ry 
ORD. they are very irteligious and profa e ö 
therein. But if any do principaliy and in tie 
firſt place ſeek to GOD, may they not then 
: innocently and lawfully make uſe of the þ: 
humane belp the Providence of GOD fork | 
them? I'muſt profeſs and declare on the pan / 
0 

U 


of many of the Inoculated; that they and 
their Friends concern'd in them, have pone 
into the Practice with many Prayers to GOD, WM i 
and other ſuitable expreſſions of Truſt ant WM v 


Devotion. 1 


Bor ſtill ſome ſay, this Practiſe looks u Wis 
them like raking God's Work out of Hit fr 
hand. Indeed this Diſtemper can artet th 
none without a Commiſſion from. God. g. 
But yet it is © not inflicted by God's . an 
mediaſe band; we receive it in a natural u, it. 
And by means of ſecond Cauſes; and this ue 
in the Way of Inoculation, as well as of common us 
lafection. If we have the Small Pox in eithet WM tho 
| "of theſe ways, it is ſtill the Work of God: 
For all ſecond Cauſes deperd on and act under BW 210 
Him the firſt Cauſe. And, the -Applicurion Mme 
"Means natural for this-or that End, is it nt too 
Application to the God of nature? If God deset 
not co- operate by His a7ua/ Providence can it 
Effect be produce d? For, who is be th fail, 
aud it cometh to paſs, when the 1 ord communi 
it not? What is thefs of the hand or pot 
Man in this Work, after the Inciſion is mw 
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flill left with God, and we muſt wait upon Him 
for His actual Influence and Bleſſing, even as 
the Husband man does for the Rain and Shines 
of Heaven, after the Seed is throwu into the 
1 ˙ . een e 
Bur the Small Pox is a Fudgment of God, 
ſent to puniſo and bumble us for our Sins ; and 
what ſhall we ſo evade it, and thin to turn it a- 
way from us? l fully agree to it, that it is a 
| fore Jugdment of God upon us for our Sins, 
which: we have much defery'd : And it is 
greatly to be lamented that it has no better 
Effect upon the hearts of Men . But 
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ois itUnlawful toute means for ourPreſeryation 
1 from a deſolating Judgment? Eßpecially, if at 
it WR the very time that God ſends the Judgment, 
d. he ſhews us a way to eſcape the Extremiiy 
„and Deſtruction at leaſt, if not the Touch of 
Mi. If a gracious God ſhews us ſo much Mer- | 
9 as this under the Judgment, does it become 


100 us to pat it away From bur ſelves, or rather 

het I ſhould we not accept it with Adoring Thank- || 
dne ? If this Town was to ſuffer an I- 
der dation, that would be a more terrible Judg- | 
went than this, and we ſhould look upon It 
too as a righteous Puniſhment for our Sins; 
doo er would any refuſe ro make uſe of a Boat, 
; th: Wor a £lank that might providentially come in bis | 
gg, thinking that to do it would be a crimi- 
1d 82! Evading the Judgment? I rrow not, | 
Bor, ſome have jaid to me, This Metbod 
med 70 rake off ile {ears of ibis Diſtemper from 


be M ins of - j cople, and who knows of ch.. 
11 =. Spirit | MN 
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firſt place ſeek to GOD, may they not then 


of many of the Inoculated; that they and 
into the Practice with many Prayers to G00 
and other ſuitable expreſſions of Truſt an 


Bur ftill ſome ſay, this Practiſe looks ti 
| "them like raking God's Work our of Hit 


"mediate hand; we receive it in a natural ui 
and by means of ſecond Cauſes; and this ue d 


ok theſe ways, it is ſtill the Work of God 


| "not co-operate by His 4a Providence can i 


and it cometh to paß, when the' Jord c0 mundi 

it not? What is thefé of the hand or pou!” 

Man in this Work, afler the Inciſion is ml 

and the matter apply'd ? The. %, 
4 a 8 * 4 
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ke *Afa, lock to the Phyſician, and not 1c ry 
10RD. they are very irteligious and profa e 
therein. But if any do principaliy and in te 
innocently and lawfully make uſe of the þ: 
humane help the Providence of GOD afford; 
them? I'muſt profeſs and declare on the pan en. 


their Friends concern'd in them, have gone 


Devotion. 
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band. Indeed this Diſtemper can artet 
none without a Commiſſion from God 
But yet it is got inflicted by God's in 


in the Way of Tnoculation, as well as-of commo 
'Tnfeftion.' If we have the Small Pox in eitbe 


For all ſecond Cauſes deperd on and act undel 
Him the firſt Cauſe. And, the -Applicarion) 
Meant natural for this or that End, 1s it nt" 
Application to the God of nature? If God doe 
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Effect be produc d? For, who is be 1h. ſal 
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ift with God, and we muſt wait upon Him 


or His actual Influence and Bleſſing, even as 
he Husband man does for the Rain and Shines 
tf Heaven, after the Seed is thrown into the 
Bur the Small Pox 1s a Fudgment of God, 


ent to puniſh and bumble us for our Sins; and 
hat ſhall we ſo evade it, and think to turn it a- 
ay from us? | fully agree to tr, that it is a 


) Wore Jugdment of God upon us for our Sins, 
Arhich we have much defery'd : And it is 


greatly to be lamented that it has no better 
Effect upon the hearts of Men . But 
s itUnlawful to uſe means for ourPreſeryation 
from a deſolating Judgment? Epeczelly, if at 
be very time that God ſends the Judgment, 
He ſhews us a way to eſcape the Exrremuy 
and Deſtruction ar leaſt, if not the Touch of 
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. If a gracious God ſhews us ſo much Mer- 
as this under the Judgment, does it become 

notes to put it away. from bur ſelves, or rather 
heiß bould we not accept it with Adoring Than k- 
00 nee? If this Town was to ſuffer an I- 
dei endation, that would be a more terrible Judg- {|| 
rent than this, and we ſhould look upon it 
oo as a righreous Puniſhment for our Sins; 
doeßßer would any refuſe ro make uſe of a Boat, 
11" a P/lartk that might providentially come in bis | 
fill A thinking that to do ir would be a crimi- | 
ee Evading the Judgment ? I rrow nor, 
„Bor, ſome have jaid to me, This Methed | 
mag 70 rake off rhe ſears of rbis Diſtemper from | 


e Mine F - | cople., and who knows of what | 
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(8) 
Spiritual Adwantage theſe fears might be to them? 
In Anſwer ro it J ask them, Whether GOD 
cannot make the Mercy of their Preſervation 
and Recovery in this Way of Spiritual Advar- 
tage to them alſo, and by that lead them to 
epenrance'$ Aud, I truly hope, the Salya- 
tion of G0 beſtow'd upon ſome in this way, 
4s well as tire. other, will have a gracious 
fanctifying Effect upon them, under the 
powerful working of the Spirit of Grace. I 
was glad to ſee the ſerious Frames ſome of 
ben were in at the very time, how much 
affected they ſeem'd to be with the favour of 
GOD to them; what a good Profeſſion of 
holy Reſolution, ſome of them made. And 1 
would rake this Opportunity to call upon 
them from GOD to remember the ſame, and 
to be daily performing their Vows, 


Son Objed againſt the Praftice becauſe of 
the Unbappy Crnjequent of it among us; ſbe 
Fend$ and Contention," Sin and Miſchief that it 
bas occaſiznd. — Ot this, I hope, I am 4 
mournful Spectator; And it has made me 
ſundry times ready to take up that Wiſh, 0 
hat I bad Wings like a Pove ! + And] mult 
treely declate, that ] look upon that Spirit 
of Party and Diviſion that is reigaing among 
us, to be a forer judgment of GOD upon us, 
- than the Diſte mper which has ſo diſtreſs us. 
But yer, I am far from thinking that the 
Badncſ of the h in it's {elf js to be argu'd 


dt infer d-$j0in\ this.nEfiedt. of it. For. jo” 
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eme Fett arrend many-other things 


Wqueltionably good in . themſelves ; ſuch as: 


N te build ing of Houſes for the Worſhip of 
. ob, the Choice of Miniſters, and of Perſons 
' Wh icrve in rhe State, &c ? Nay, the very 


raching of the Goſpel in the World, tho“ 
te the Goſpel of Frace, and the Goſpel of 


s ocrion too, has been, and is, accidentally, thro 
© e Corruption of Mens hearts, and under the 


fluence of the envious Enemy of Mankind, 
he Occafion of all this $ according as our 
wiour has foretold that it would be, ſay- 
g as Mar. 10. 24, 35. Thing not that I am 
me to ſend Peace on Earth : I came not to ſend 
wce but. a Sword. For um come to ſet a Man 
variance againſt bis. Father, and the Daughter 
inſt her Mother, and the. Daxghter-1n-law' 
bunt ber Mctber-an-law. And a Mans joes' 
all be they of bis own boufe, 


of —_— 
* Some frame anObjection againſt thisPractice 


tom the Decrees GOD. They ſay that. 
WD har predetermin d and fæcd the Feriod of 
bery ones life,be;ord which nothing ſhall protratt 
I; fo that if this 14me be come Inocalation will 
ſave the Perſons life. Bur this Argument 
as well be urg'd againlt the Uſe of alt 


9 Met, nay even of Focd. as againſt thispractice. 
uss believe, as my Bible teaches me, thar 
* ob has fix'd the Period of every ones life; 


Mlalfo believe that He has done it with. 4 
gird to 'Second Cauſes. or that Courſe: of Na- 
we which-He has cliabl ſh'd ; be End and 
* | Means 
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Mean are determin'd together. He that ha; 
fix d in His own Counſel: how long we ſhall 
live, has alſo determind that by ſuch and 

ſuch means our lives ſhall be continu'd ro that 

Period of time. And how does any one know 
burt this is to be the appointed Means, of their 

N Preſervation in life? 

Some have ask d Whether we could off.r 
them their lives in this Way ? It is ſtrange 
that any ſhould put the Queſtion! When 
there is none can give the Aſſurance of this 
not in the moſt innocent and common Means 
that are every day made uſe of: Why then 
ſhou'd they demand it in bis? I know of 
one who died under a Vomir. Another,who 
Jalſo knew, died by pulling out a Tooth; 
the bleed ing at the Gums after the Extractio 
of the Tooth could not be ſtopt, and in a few 
hours he died. And for my own part, as muct 
as I am now for Inoculation, I am not at al 
| ſhy to ſay, that a Perſon may miſcarry undet 
it: For GOD is Soverezgn, and will keep us 
in a dependance upon Him in the ule of al 
Means. But if it be ſafe under the comm 
Blefing of GOD, that is ſufficient to warran 
me to venture upon it, when there is Oca 
fion. Nay, if one in an hundred ſhould die 
in this way, while there is Demon ſtrat ion (% 
there then would be) that it is ten tines 3 

, ſafe as the common way of infection. This! 

humbly conceive, would be ſufficient to jul 
my going into it: Tho' I muſt confeſs, in tb 
particular, Iwas once of another mind. 
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But ſuppoſe I ſhould die in the way of Ino- 
vation, toould it not make a dying boar very 
ark 70 me, to think that I usd means to brin! 
ion ny ſelf? This is a Queſtion 1 mul 
onteſs, has been the moſt uffefting to me, 
ff any. that have related to this matter. But 
ter the moſt ſerious confideration I have 
eftow'd upon it, I thus think; If a Perſon 
ould die under Inoculation, he dies in the 
of the moſt likely means, he knew of, to 
we his life in a time of common peril ; he 


Way I the Bleſſing is deny'd; he muſt hum- 
ly refign this his frail /ife unto the GOD of 
1, Looking for the Mercy of our Lord FeſusChrift 
Wi Erernal Life, , 44% 


F 


Then is one thing mote ſaid againſt this 
aftice, which I am loth to rake Notice of, 
ecauſe of the of it; but it being ſo fre- 


ently in the Mouths of People, I cannot but 


„ 


Devil. Sure rhis is the effect of Tranſport, 

will return a better anſwer to it than it de- 
ves. If it be a Method of Safery, and à 
refir to Mankind, as hitherto it appears to 


hut he is « Murderer from the beginning. 
7 Age of the World produces ſome uf is 
* 


d ufefal Diſcoveries in one Profeſſion, Ar 


Science or another: And, if this Diſco- 


lies then in the Way of Duty, and ſo in GOD's © 


ine ir. Tis this, hat it is originally Jac 
e. 


; how came the Devil to be the Author df 
Was he ever a Benefafor to Mankind ? . 


4's 


by 5 ; s f 
=. — Xe 2 4 


029 


very be reſerv'd for our Day, why ſhould if 
not be ene in all places toith all-Thankful | 
neſs? In a werd, I cannot but think, it's Ori 
Zinal derivd -ellewhere, | : becauſe my 5570 
teaches me that every good & perſ cc Gy 
Lag down from the Father of Lights. 


F 


TH sto thax ObjeRtion of the danger of other 
f catching. Ng Diſtemper of, rhe Inoculated 
there needs ohly this to be; ſdid; Thar as 
' to be ſuppos'd, the lu will not be gon 
Fats till he danger of Infection becomes com 
mon in a place, ſo there may be Methods cafily 
Tal en to. prevent its haZza ard ing others tha 
Ca in t yet come into it. And 4 think then 
| Hught t to be a prudent Cate in this reſpect, 


Tavs, my Friend, I have freely given yo 
my Tho ts. about this Practice ſo much ſpotet 
againſt, 4 "miſt now leave. you to judge 0 


Your ſelf; praying GOD t to ) ſhe you bis a) 


II. you come into the Practice, I know yd 
| "will not Uo it in carnal Security 3 for that ma 
proke GOD to deny the Blethng And, | 
| pleaſe to give. it the del Succeſ 
Fo Efciuſly give Glory to Him; not oll 
77 or. deliverin you from Degth, bur for favin 
you. fror "ſuch a bed of Corruption, as otle 
have many wear i ſome days and nights 4% oi 
them in z. gout think our {elf the mes 
od to thank and praiſe;your, kind hci 
Imean the Great One) wW 0 has wro't Jo 
78 17 by o Keule 4 Method. 


aps (13) 
f have no more to add but my Prayers, that 
jou and I may be made meet for, and, in 


Id i 
tkjul 


; Or 8 GOD's time, bro't ſafe to, that World where 
Bil there ſhall be zo more Sickneſs, nor any more 
Gi/BPeath ; where Sin, and all the penal Conſe- 


quences of it, ſhall be done away for ever. 


J am, 


Your hearty Friend & Servant. 


Boſton, Novem), 
ab. 1721. 
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